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Class:   Meerkat          Topic:   Toys         Term:  Autumn

These activities are suggestions of learning activities you could complete at home with your young person. They are not compulsory but compliment the learning taking place in the classroom. Please share any work or photographs with us using Seesaw, we love to see what you have been doing at home! 

	Communication and Interaction
	Cognition and Learning

	Enjoy sharing favourite books and stories about bears and toys together. Look at the pictures, make sounds and pause to give your child time to respond. Sing familiar songs and rhymes, stopping at exciting moments to see whether your child anticipates what comes next. Offer choices between favourite toys, songs or activities and notice how your child communicates their preference. During Autumn celebrations such as Bonfire Night and Christmas, explore the interesting sights, sounds and experiences together.
	Hide a favourite teddy or toy under a blanket, behind a cushion or inside a box and encourage your child to find it. Explore simple concepts such as big/small, in/out and on/off through play. Cause-and-effect toys, pop-up toys, musical toys, switches and light-up resources are great for encouraging your child to notice that their actions can make something happen. Repeat favourite games so your child can begin to anticipate what happens next.

	Physical and Sensory
	SEMH

	Enjoy lots of opportunities for movement through reaching, rolling, crawling, walking, pushing, pulling and exploring in whatever way is appropriate for your child. Try simple sensory experiences using water, bubbles, playdough, foam, leaves, lights, music and different textures. Autumn leaves, Bonfire Night lights and sounds, Christmas wrapping paper and decorations can all provide lovely sensory experiences.
	Familiar routines can help your child feel safe and understand what is happening next. Enjoy familiar songs and routines around mealtimes, bath time, bedtime and getting ready to go out. Spend time enjoying favourite activities together and notice how your child communicates that they are happy, excited or would like something to continue. Encourage your child to make simple choices and celebrate their attempts to participate and do things for themselves.
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